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11051 No.3 Road, Richmond, BC V7A 1X3 

.   Email: admin@southarmunitedchurch.ca 
www.southarmunitedchurch.ca 

https://www.facebook.com/South-Arm-United-Church-220311844814025 

 
 

This Week at a Glance: June 23 – June 29 
 

Handyones Unite Monday 6:30 pm Everywhere! 

Quilting Tuesday 9:00 am Heritage Wing 

Gospel Choir Wednesday 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Quilting Thursday 9:00 am Heritage Wing 

Handyones Unite Saturday 9:00 am Everywhere! 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday to Friday:  9 am – 2 pm 

 
 

THANK YOU, GOD, FOR OUR WORSHIP LEADERS: 

Worship Leader: Dr. Rev. Gary Gaudin; Ministry of Music: Ron 
Stevenson; Coordinator of Family & Resources: Trish Gorton; 
Office Administrator: Jacqueline Chan; Ushers: Carol & Dave 
Withers; Coffee Hosts: Kathryn McCabe & Heather Kerr; Lay 
Leader: Jean Ann Stene; Sound Operator: Robin Hammond; 
Church Lock-up: Miggs Sawchuk 
 
 

LARGE PRINT copies of Voices United and hearing 
enhancement devices are available in the Narthex. 
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COFFEE HELP NEEDED: Does your last name begin with U, 
V or W? Your help with clean-up today would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
 
Children’s Worship Bags are available from the ushers or 
from the hooks in the Narthex at the back of the church. 
Crayons, paper, pictures and surprise crafts can be found in 
the bags. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks for joining our celebration for Gary 
and Peggy yesterday at an early evening 
potluck dinner. 
Wonderful food, friendship, love and faith was 
shared by all. 
If you couldn’t be there, you were with us in 
spirit. 
Wishing Gary and Peggy all the very best for 

the future and thanking them for all they have brought to our 
faith community. We are truly blessed. 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

South Arm United Church School  
Today is our last day of our regular church school program. 
Many thanks to Jean Ann, Julie, Tom and Don for their 
leadership. 
Much love also to our church school participants. 
Have a great summer to all. 
Our new program will begin on the Sunday after the Country 
Fair. 
 



~ 3 ~ 

 

 
Thank you Quilters for their generous 
donation towards the new fridge in the main 
kitchen. Also a reminder that the small fridge 
in the Heritage Wing will be getting cleared 
end of June, please label your items or else 
they will be tossed. Thank you.  
 

 
 
 
 

Att: Friday Friends,Jean Bushfield has her 
100th Birthday Tea June 30, 2019 in the 
Heritage Wing between 12:00noon  – 
3:00pm. If you can make it please call 
Jeanetta, 604-447-1262 
 

 
 
 
 

COUNTRY FAIR 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 

Please sign up to help on the sign-up sheets 
on Mel’s board in the hallway across from 
Library. Many hands make light work! 

Please pick up a poster (or 2) and spread the word. 
 
 
 
 

 
  Jewellery for Country Fair can be given directly 
to Ruth Krause or left in the Church Office 
marked Jewellery for Country Fair. 
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  SCARVES FOR THE FOOD BANK  The 
Richmond Food Bank gives scarves to their 
clients in November and December.  They 
are looking for donations of handknitted or 
crocheted scarves.  If you would like to 
contribute a scarf for the Food Bank, South 

Arm United Church will be collecting them until the beginning of 
November.  Any scarf pattern welcome.  For further info, please 
contact Dawna English – dawnaenglish@telus.net; 604 946-
1045 (home) or 604 817-6609 (cell). 
 
 
 
Update on the Woodwards 

They have settled in, but missing lower mainland friends, maybe 

folks who know the woodwards could drop them a card or note. 

(They no longer using their computer) 

Their new address: (Posted with permission) 

Peter and Elsie Woodwards 
c/o Everygreen Seniors Home, 

635 Evergreen Road, 
Cambell River, BC 

V9W 3R7 
 
 

 
This Week in Prayer 

 
The World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
for the peoples of Kenya & Tanzania 
 
The Local Ministry Prayer Cycle invites our prayers for the 
Ministry of United Church Camps: Fircom, Grafton, Koolaree, 
Pringle, Mackenzie and Rock Lake 
 

 

  

mailto:dawnaenglish@telus.net
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Hee Haw! Time flies and we are getting down to 
the wire. We are in need of Chairpersons for the 
following booths: 

 
Cake Walk 
Face painting 
Eggs, Fruit and Vegetables 
Baked Potatoes and Corn 
Sweet Shop and First Aid 
Toys and Children’s Wear 
Games 
 

It’s time to solicit your friends and family. If no one steps 
forward to chair these booths they cannot be included in this 
year’s 60th Annual Country Fair – which would be a 
shame!  We can only do what we can do with the people we 
have… 
 
Now to the information you really want! Little Friends will be in 
session for the entire month of July. There will be no sorting till 
August. We will be setting up some receiving tables in the 
gym (July 1st) by the playground doors for donations. If Little 
Friends is in session please drop the items off with Jackie in 
the office. All items should be neatly housed and labelled for 
the booth you deem most appropriate. If possible please hold 
donations until after August 2nd. Evening donations will be Aug 
5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27, Sept 3, 9, and 10 between 7 pm 
and 8:30 pm. Absolutely no donations of used goods will 
be accepted after September 10th!  
 
Jewelry and Silent Auction items need to be dropped off in the 
office and clearly labelled as such. 
Sorting tables will be set up August 1st. The first day of sorting 
will be August 2nd 10 am to 12 noon for those with the desire 
to “kick it into gear”.  
 
There will be lots more information to follow. Keep your eyes 
peeled! 
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Search Committee Report:  
Alan will be starting with South Arm on July 1, 
2019. 
  
A sub-committee of the Council, Vicki Warfield, 
Jean-Ann Stene and Dawna English compiled the 
Ministry Personnel Search (MPS) Report based 
on material received from our committees and 

The Conversations for Change workshop.  The report was 
completed February 20, 2019 and presented to and approved by 
the Congregation at a Congregational Meeting on Feb 24/19. (The 
recommendation of the report was: “That the congregation of 
South Arm United Church appoint a full time minister for a 
period of two (2) years, starting July 1, 2019.”  Mike Andrews 
and Marg Dixon joined the committee. 
  
Our MPS report was approved by the Region and the vacancy was 
posted.  The closing date for receiving applications was March 23, 
2019.  A number of applications were received.  The committee 
reviewed the applications that were received, then had a 
training/information session with Marc Coulombe, the Conference 
Minister that is responsible for our area. 
  
The committee met and shortlisted the applicants. We then 
compiled interview questions and interviews were conducted with 
each candidate being asked the same questions.  The committee 
subsequently met to further debrief about the interviews.  It was 
decided that one applicant, Rev Dr Alan Lai, merited a second 
interview.  The second interview was more informal.  After the 
second meeting with Alan, the committee determined that he was 
the person we want to recommend.  Three reference checks were 
conducted and the committee offered the position to Alan. 
  
We would like to share the following from Alan’s cover letter: 
  
“I care about responsible and caring leadership. The United 
Church’s vision of social justice, inclusivity, and welcoming are 
important to me.  Being knowledgeable in theology and church life, I 
can be a facilitator to South Arm United Church for the purpose of 
renegotiating the church’s mission in our time. I believe any solid 
ministerial work has to be built upon good relationships. Spending 
time to foster trust and friendship is important to me. Part of my self-
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understanding as a minister is provide good pastoral care to 
parishioners.  That is non-negotiable. 
  
We are living in an interesting time to be Christians and to do 
church.  While no one has the magic formula for the future, through 
intentionally trying new ideas and listening attentively to one 
another, we may be able to enter into God’s mystery in our time.” 
  
The people whom we spoke to during the reference checks 
described Alan as thoughtful, wise, progressive, honourable, 
empathetic, caring, organized, and collaborative. 
  
The committee is confident that Alan understands the parameters of 
the position and is excited to walk with South Arm United during the 
next 2 years as we make decisions about our future. 
 
Bio: 
  
Bachelor of Arts – Bishop’s University, Lennoxville, Quebec, 1987. 
  
Master of Divinity – Canadian Theological Seminary, Regina, 1990. 
  
Master of Sacred Theology – Saskatoon Theological Union, 
Saskatoon, 2001. 
  
Doctor of Education – Columbia University (Teachers College), New 
York City, 2004 – Conferred jointly with Union Seminary, NYC. 
  
Ordained July 5, 1998 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada, British Columbia Synod. 
  
Admitted into the United Church of Canada approximately 5 years 
ago. 
  
Alan taught at VST in 2002, was an assistant professor at VST from 
2004 – 2006 and was a lecturer at VST in 2007.  He also lectured at 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon in 2002 and 2008. 
  
Alan has had a number of articles published. 
  
Alan's passions are photography and music. 
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Council Gleanings for June 2019 
 
The last regular gathering of your Council before its summer 
hiatus met on Wednesday, June 19th in our Heritage Wing 
under the volunteer leadership of Marg Dixon (Worship 
Committee). Vicki Warfield’s offer of her services as Chair of 
the September 25th Council meeting was gratefully received. 
The Agenda was relatively light. 
 
Council was pleased to have received confirmation from our 
brothers and sisters at Brighouse United Church that they 
would like to take us up on our offer of space-sharing with 
them when their building project gets underway. While there 
are still many details to sort through, this is a marvellous 
opportunity to build a stronger relationship between our 
households. The Minutes of the 26 May congregational 
meeting (at which the congregation voted in favour of 
appointing the Reverend Alan Lai as South Arm United 
Church’s new ordained minister) were reviewed. We 
discussed the defacing of the pride flags at Ladner United 
Church and agreed to send a letter of support and prayer. 
Finance received support to add up to two signing authorities 
for the congregation, and will explore the steps necessary with 
our financial institution. Trustees offered an update on the 
work to be pursued in the orchard behind our Pioneer Church. 
Council was informed that the date for “Conversations for 
Change” with Marc Coulombe has to be changed, with date 
negotiations in process. Marg Dixon reported that there is 
some openness on the part of Kairos to consider bringing their 
Fair Trade Christmas Fair to South Arm. Marg was asked to 
keep the conversation going on our behalf! Reports were 
received from SAUC Trustees, Worship Committee, 
Community Garden, and we received a positive update from 
our Treasurer. Our meeting closed in prayer. 
 
IF any questions arise for any member of our household, 
please feel free to approach any member of our Council. 
 


